Unit 15
Teacher Notes
1. approach – v – to move closer to someone or something

· I approached the dog slowly because I didn’t know if it was friendly.

· When I approached the automatic door, it opened.

What kinds of things, people, or situations do you approach slowly?

2.  flimsy – adj – weak and not made very well, lightweight

· I wear flimsy dresses in the summer, but in the winter I need warmer clothing.

· I bought some chairs at the flea market, but they were so flimsy they broke very quickly.

Do you own anything that is flimsy?

3.  code – n – a system of numbers, words or symbols that are used instead of ordinary writing

· When my computer had a problem, I got a message on the screen that said the problem was code number 13457.  When I called the computer store, I had to tell them the code number.  They looked it up in a manual to see what it meant so they could fix the problem.

· When hospitals want to call doctors quickly for a patient, they sometimes use a code so that people in the hospital won’t panic.  For example, they might announce “code blue” and the doctors will know to go to the emergency room because someone is having a heart attack.

What codes have you seen or used?

4.  conference – n – a large meeting where people discuss things, usually related to their work. 

· I went to a conference of teachers so that I could learn about how to teach reading better.

· Last week, I had a conference call with colleagues who are in New York and Boston to discuss our work.  There were six people on the phone call.

Have you ever attended a conference?

5. document – n – a piece of paper or a page of work in a computer that has something official written on it. 

· I have to read many documents every day at my office, such as reports and articles about teaching.

· When the border guard asked to see my documents, I showed him my passport.

What kinds of documents do you read or need?

6. interaction – n – the activity of talking with other people and working together with them

· My neighbor is very rude, so I try to avoid interactions with him.

· When I mixed baking soda and vinegar, the interaction made bubbles.

· When I went to my friend’s party, I interacted with a lot of interesting people.

Do you enjoy interacting with strangers?

7.  shift –v -  to move from one place or position to another

· When I carry a heavy bag, I have to shift it from shoulder to shoulder so that I don’t strain one shoulder.

· In the fall, I shift my summer clothes into a suitcase and bring out my winter clothes.

· My three year-old niece has trouble sitting still—she always shifts around a lot in her seat.

Can you think of something you have shifted into a different place recently?

8. specify – v – to state something in an exact and detailed way

· When the car salesman asked me what color car I wanted, I specified that I wanted a light color, not black.

· I reserved a hotel room with a king sized bed, but when I arrived at the hotel, they didn’t have the type of room that I had specified.

· When I ask the secretary in my office to make copies for me, I have to specify how many I need, what color paper to use, whether I need it stapled or not, etc.

Can you think of a time recently when you specified something?

9.  task – n - a job or a particular thing you have to do, often a difficult or annoying job

· Every weekend I have to do a lot of household tasks, such as cleaning the house, washing the laundry, and cooking.

· When I worked in a shoe store, my tasks were to wait on the customers, make sure the shoes were neat on the shelves, and organize the shoe boxes in the back of the store.

What is the task you dislike doing the most?

10.  volume – n – the amount of space a substance fills or an object contains, or the total amount of something.

· The new suitcase I bought has the same volume as my old one, but the measurements are different.

· On holidays, I notice that the volume of traffic on the toll way is less than on regular days.

· For this class, we use a huge volume of paper to make all the copies of handouts.

Do you have anything that could hold a large volume?

Unit 15 

Matching Activity 

	1. ________________
	To change positions (shift)

	2. ________________
	A job you have to do (task)

	3. ________________
	The activity of talking or working with other people (interaction)

	4. ________________
	A large business meeting (conference)

	5. ________________
	Weak, not made very well, lightweight (flimsy)

	6. ________________
	To state something in an exact way (specify)

	7. ________________
	A system of numbers, words or letters used instead of ordinary writing (code)

	8. ________________
	A page with official information on it (document)

	9. ________________
	To move toward someone or something (approach)

	10. ________________
	The amount of space a substance fills or contains (volume)


Fill in the Blank

1. Alicja dreamed of having a new refrigerator with a larger volume than her old one.

2. Miriam wore flimsy sandals on the beach.

3. When Jessy changed jobs, she had to learn how to do some of the tasks for her new job.

4. Paul asked the flight attendant if he could shift to another seat so that he could look out the window.

5. Erika and Belghase wrote notes to each other in a secret code so that the teacher would not understand what they were writing.

6. Because Eliza is the president of her condo association, she has a lot of interactions with the people in her building.


7. As Jevani approached the wild elephant, it ran away.

8. Jakub read over the documents that came with his new television.

9. Josefina asked her customer to specify what size cake she wanted.

10. Monika went to a conference to learn about new dental techniques.

Fill in the blanks

1. Sophie enjoyed attending the conference because it was a good opportunity to interact with people in her business.

2. Amie couldn’t read the document because it was written in a special spy code.

3. Alina specified to the sales clerk that she wanted to buy some heavy curtains, not flimsy ones that would let the light in.

4. Pedro could see that the airport was ahead on the left, so he shifted his car into the left lane as he approached the airport.

5. Janice didn’t mind the task of making soup for dinner because she had a pot that could hold a large volume.

Matching Activity 
Directions: Listed below is a definition for each word.  Write each word next to its definition.

	approach
	flimsy
	code
	conference
	task

	document
	interaction
	shift
	specify
	volume


	1. ________________
	To change positions



	2. ________________
	A job you have to do



	3. ________________
	The activity of talking or working with other people



	4. ________________
	A large business meeting



	5. ________________
	Weak, not made very well, lightweight



	6. ________________
	To state something in an exact way



	7. ________________
	A system of numbers, words or letters used instead of ordinary writing



	8. ________________
	A page with official information on it



	9. ________________
	To move toward someone or something



	    10.________________
	The amount of space a substance fills or contains
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Fill in the Blank

Directions: Fill in a word from the list to complete each sentence.  Each word can be used only once.

	approach
	flimsy
	code
	conference
	task

	document
	interaction
	shift
	specify
	volume


1. Alicja dreamed of having a new refrigerator with a larger _________________ than her old one.

2. Miriam wore ________________ sandals on the beach.

3. When Jessy changed jobs, she had to learn how to do some of the _______________ for her new job.

4. Rayna asked the flight attendant if she could ___________________ to another seat so that she could look out the window.

5. Erika and Belghase wrote notes to each other in a secret ___________________ so that the teacher would not understand what they were writing.

6. Because Eliza is the president of her condo association, she has a lot of ______________________ with the people in her building.


7. As Jevani _______________________ the wild elephant, it ran away.

8. Jakub read over the ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________ that came with his new television.

9. Josefina asked her customer to _____________________ what kind of frosting she wanted on the cake.

10. Monika went to a _______________________ to learn about new dental techniques.

Unit 15

Fill in the blanks

	approached
	flimsy
	code
	conference
	task

	document
	interact
	shifted
	specified
	volume


1. Sophie enjoyed attending the __________________ because it was a good opportunity to __________________ with people in her business.

2. Amie couldn’t read the ____________________ because it was written in a special spy ___________________.

3. Alina ________________________ to the sales clerk that she wanted to buy some heavy curtains, not _______________________ ones that would let the light in.

4. Pedro could see that the airport was ahead on the left, so he ____________________ his car into the left lane as he ____________________ the airport.

5. Janice didn’t mind the _______________________ of making soup for dinner because she had a pot that could hold a large ________________________.

Unit 15
Sentence Completion Activity

Directions: Complete each sentence.

1. I usually slow down when I approach _______________________________
_____________________________________________________________
2. Something I have that is flimsy is __________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
3. I would use a code if ____________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
4. I would be interested in attending a conference on _____________________
_____________________________________________________________
5. A document I needed recently was _________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
6. The last time I had an interaction with a stranger was when _____________
_____________________________________________________________
7. Something in my house that I had to shift to a new location was__________
_____________________________________________________________

8. A time I had to specify something was ______________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 
9. One task I enjoy is ______________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
10. Something I need a large volume of is ______________________________

_____________________________________________________________
Example or Not?

Directions: For each word, decide which sentence is an example of the meaning of the word.  Circle the example.

	approach

	When Pawel walked away from the movie star, she waved goodbye.
	When Jacob walked up to the famous movie star to ask her out, she smiled at him.

	flimsy

	Hyo built a house out of straw, but Yorei huffed and puffed and blew the house down.
	Josefina built a house out of bricks, so although Yorei huffed and puffed, she couldn’t blow the house down.

	code

	Amie wrote a note to her secret lover that was written in numbers and symbols that only he understood.
	Sophie wrote a note to her secret lover so that he would understand how she felt about him.

	conference

	Belghase met with the landlord of her building to discuss the leaky roof.
	Eliza called all the condo owners together for an important meeting to discuss the leaky roof.

	document

	Pedro keeps all his important papers in a file drawer in his house, including his birth certificate, his passport, and his marriage license.
	Erika keeps all her valuable jewelry in a drawer in her house, including her diamond necklace and her emerald bracelet.

	interaction

	Jessy sat alone in the corner of the classroom and refused to talk to any of the other students.
	Jevani sat with Janice and Alina in a corner of the classroom and they talked about their vocabulary homework.

	shift

	Pawel wasn’t too cold sitting next to the window, so he stayed in his seat.
	Ubalda was too cold sitting next to the window, so she moved to the other side of the room.

	specify

	Monika told Josefina that she wanted to order a cake.
	Josefina asked Monika to tell her exactly what kind of cake she wanted to order.

	task

	Every day, Vicky cleans her house, does the laundry, cooks the meals, and helps her children with homework.
	Emily stays in bed all day eating chocolates and watching television.

	volume

	Alina enjoyed skiing in Colorado because the snow was perfect and she saw Brad Pitt on the slope next to her.
	Alicja didn’t enjoy her ski trip to Switzerland because the ski slopes were very crowded.


Unit 15
Vocabulary Fix-Ups

Directions: There is a problem in each sentence and it does not make sense.  Fix these sentences so that they make sense.  Do not change the vocabulary word!

1. When Emily approached Johnny Depp on the street to ask for his autograph, she got farther and farther away from him. 

2. Rayna never worried about hurricanes because she lived in a small, flimsy house near the beach.

3. Josefina and her husband used a code to talk about things they wanted their children to understand. 

4. At the nursing conference, Alicja learned about a new ski resort in Colorado.

5. On the weekend, Jakub has many tasks to accomplish, such as eating ice cream, going to parties with his friends, and sleeping.

6. Vicky sent Erika an e-mail document that Erika wore to work the next day.  

7. Pedro interacts with his neighbors by locking his door, closing his curtains, and staying inside all day.

8. Janice shifted her book bag from her right hand to her left hand because her left hand was sore.

9. When she ordered dinner in the restaurant, Amie specified to the waiter that she wanted something to eat and drink.

10.  Monika needed a box that could hold a large volume because she wanted to send her friend in Poland a pair of socks.  
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Yes, No and Why Activity

Directions: Answer each question with yes or no, then explain why.

1.  Can a code ever be flimsy?

2.  Is it always a task to read a large volume of documents?

3.  Can you always avoid a dangerous interaction by shifting your approach?  

4.  Can you use a code to interact with anyone?

5. If you specify the volume of a container, will it be big enough?

6.  Are there always interactions at conferences?

Unit 15

Questions for Discussion or Writing Prompts

Directions to teacher: Use these questions for pair or small group discussions or as writing prompts.

1.  How do you feel when a stranger approaches you?

2.  Is it ever appropriate to give someone a flimsy excuse for not doing something?

3.  Have you ever used a code to communicate with someone?  Who? Why?

4.  Have you ever shifted your opinion about someone?  Why?

5.  What kinds of tasks do you like doing?  Which do you dislike?

6.  Is it comfortable for you to interact with people at a party if you have just met them?

7.  What is the most valuable document you have?

